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The Number and Extraction Methods of Commonly Used
Disyllabic Defining Words

An Quantitative Analysis on the Disyllabic Synonymous

Defining Words in Modern Chinese Dictionary

Abstract The number of the most important words in a language is a topic of great sig-
nificance in cognitive science, semantics, and lexicography. From Modern Chinese Dictiona-
ry. the present authors first extract 6010 disyllabic defining words with single clearly speci-
fied meanings. By connecting these words with common defining representatives, mutual
glosses and identical morphemes, and by weighing their importance in terms of frequency and
position in definition, the authors further extract 502 commonly used disyllabic defining
words. Finally they conclude that, generally speaking, the words that enjoy a high frequency
in definition are characterized by a high currency in usage, a wide semantic scope and an im-
portant position in semantic meaning.
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