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painting-ike in more than 200 lines. This static description of an artwork presents
an obvious contrast against the speedy dynamic narrative of the whole epic. More—
over the “peace” theme represented by pictures on Achilles” Shield is opposite
to the “war” theme of the whole epic. These extraordinary characteristics of
Achilles” Shield have drawn attention from Homer interpreters in various genera—
tions. This thesis attempts to exhibit the ingenuity of Homer: to blend the grand
theme of the Iliad in the close description of Achilles”shield by analyzing the in—
terpretations of Achilles” Shield of several modern Homer interpreters.

Key words: Homer; Achilles” Shield; Interpretation

The Justice of Zeus in the Iliad

Zhang Wentao
( Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and

Social Sciences Chongqing University)

Abstract: Homer’s epic poems hold a lot of phrases concerning the no—
tion of 0. In light of semantic analysis one could interpret these ideas ac—
cordingly. But when the plots and action of the epics mythical background
text structure key scenes ideological connotation etc. are neglected one
can hardly make proper reading of Homer’s idea of dixn. Homer’s lliad is well
connected with the themes of war theodicy revenge and law. This article
tries to interpret Homer’s idea of Zeus” Justice through a close reading of those
themes. The analysis shows that the structures of Zeus-theodicy-king-scepter
constitute the dixn s embodiment descending from the divinity to the mortal
world. And the idea of dixn is always permeating this routine which makes
the most important link that builds the Homeric city-states” theodicy.

Key word: lliad; Zeus; Justice; Law

The Political Metaphor of Telemachus’s Journey

He Fangying
( Institute of Foreign Literature CASS)

Abstract: The first four books of Homers Odyssey tell the story of
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Telemachus  Odysseuss son who was forced to go abroad for help in
order to against the suitors and get news of his father. But these four books
of “Telemachuss journey ” seem to be independent of the whole poem
and seem to be disjointed with the structure and theme of the Odyssey too
which has always puzzled the epic scholars. This paper selected the first
four books of Odyssey to study through reading the epic plot trying to
prove “Telemachus’s journey ” is an important part of the main storyline of
Odysseus’s journey which has special political moral about Homer’s teach—
ing of how a potential king by self experience could form true king’s char—
acters conducive to his city -state. The teachings of Homer have greatly in—
fluenced the political philosophers of later generations especially the 18th
century thinkers such as Fénelon Montesquieu and Rousseau. Conse—
quently how to educate potential statesmen became their common con—
cern.

Key words: Homer’s Odyssey; Telemachus; Prince’s character; virtue of

the city

Prometheus and theSecret of Democracy ( II)

An Interpretation of Aristophanes” Birds

Liu Xiaofeng
( School of Liberal Arts Renmin University of China)

Abstract: Does the image of Prometheus in Aeschylus have any proto—
types in reality? Plato in his Protagoras shows that intellectuals like Protag—
oras may be the very prototypes of Prometheus. However between
Aeschylus” Prometheus and Plato’s Protagoras there is still Aristophanes’
Birds where Prometheus appears as a minor character. And probably
Aristophanes” Birds may serve as a transitional point between Aeschylus’
Prometheus trilogy and Plato’s Protagoras.

Key words: Aristophanes; Prometheus; Utopia; freedom; Athenian

democracy



