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A Study of Mapping Constraints of the Space—time Metaphor Denoting Property and State in

Japanese
LIN Yan

( College of Science and Technology, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315300, China )

Abstract: The mappings constraints are characterized by locality and selectivity, and have a negative semantic preference. The
hierarchy of dimensional constraints is shown as follows: linear space from the horizontal axis>linear space from the vertical
axis>three—dimensional space. The above mapping constraints result from the similarities between space and time and linguistic
features of Japanese. The similarities between space and time are the internal driving force. When there are more similarities
between space and time, the mapping is more likely to occur. The time features of Japanese are the external driving force of the
negative semantic preference.

Keywords: the space denoting property and state in Japanese, mapping constraints, semantic constraints, dimensional

constraints, motivation for constraints
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