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(1) Abought B from D for C: David bought an old shirt from John for ten pounds.
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(2) D sold B to Afor C: John sold an old shirt to David for ten pounds.
(3) D charged A C for B: John charged David ten pounds for an old shirt.
(4) Apaid C to D for B:David paid ten pounds to John for an old shirt.
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Research on the Selection of Constructions in a Text

from the Perspective of the “Giving” Event

ZHANG Dagiang
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Wuhan, China 430072)

Abstract: Under the same event semantic framework, different constructions can be used in speech activities.
These constructions share the same background information but have various foreground information. Their
functions to build the “background-foreground” information are different, which can be measured by
transitivity. The selection of constructions in a text is determined by the event chain.

Key words: Event Semantic Framework; “Background-Foreground” Information; Event Chain
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