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Metaphor and Metonymy in Xingzoude (Walking) Constructions

YE Zhongxing
(School of Foreign Languages, Huzhou University, Huzhou 313000, China)

Abstract:In online news titles, the popular “xing zou de XXX” constructions are used to talk about
people as well as objects like vehicles. Since the ability to walk upright is a prototypical feature distin-
guishing human beings from animals, this special construction could activate the domain of ‘people’ via
category — and — property metonymy. The slots of XXX in this construction include ‘biao qing bao (emo-
ji)”, ‘he er meng (hormone)”’, ‘jiao ke shu (textbook)’, ‘qian bao (wallet)’ and other objects. In par-
ticular, metonymy plays a role in linguistic constructions involving ‘biao ging bao (emoji)’, ‘qgian bao
(wallet)” and ‘ren min bi (RMB)’, while metaphor underlies the expressions involving ‘hua bao (pic-
torial), ‘jiao ke shu (textbook)”’, ‘bai ke quan shu (encyclopedia)”’, ‘chun yao (Philtre)’ and CD,
thus entailing the metaphor of comparing people to landscape, book, medicine and container respective-
ly. In addition, such constructions as ‘xing zou de rou yuan zi (walking meatball) belong to a less —
studied type of metaphor: image metaphor.

Key words: ‘ xing zou de XXX’ construction; metaphor; metonymy;image metaphor
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