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Grammaticalization of “Jiao”

LI Qiangian, LI Aihong

(School of humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China)

Abstract: The original meaning of“Jiao” was“carriage”. In the pre Qin period, there appeared the
verb usage of “Jiao”. In the Wei, Jin, southern and Northern Dynasties, the usage of “Jiao”as a noun
was weakened, and verb usage gradually increased. In the Tang Dynasty, the verb“Jiao”was a grammat-
icalization of the preposition®Jiao”, which was equivalent to“Bi”. At the same time, the grammaticaliza-
tion trend of “Jiao”was enhanced, and “Jiao”was used as an adverb with the meaning of“slightly”, “Jiao”
and“slightly”.The reason for the preposition®“Jiao”is the increase in the frequency of reanalysis and use;
the reason for the Adverb“Jiao” is the reanalysis and sentence center shift. The usage of “Jiao”as prepo-

sitions and adverbs was gradually established in the Tang Dynasty.
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