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An Interpretation on Chuang Tzu’s Proposition “Use of Uselessness”

HAN Lin - he
( Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; This paper aims to clarify various possible meanings of Chuang Tzu’s proposition “use of uselessness”. The first
meaning of the proposition is that the secular people believe that Chuang Tzu’s statements about the realm of Tao and its experi-
ence are “big but not proper” , “unreasonable” , “crazy but not convincing” , so they must be “big and useless, and all the peo-
ple give it up”. In response,Chuang Tzu retorts: since secular people can’t understand my speech, it’s impossible to understand
my speech’s “great use” — you can’t help being “clumsy at using it”. The second meaning is that it is very difficult or impossi-
ble for the secular people to understand Chuang Tzu’s statements about Tao or the realm of experiencing Tao, and as a result
they can’t arrange their own life according to the life prescription given by these statements. However, these remarks play an im-
portant or even irreplaceable role for them, which is of regulatory significance. The third meaning of the proposition is: if the
secular people can’t act according to the life prescription listed by Chuang Tzu, they should try their best to do so as follows in
daily life; don’t blindly pursue useful things and then use them, but try to use useless things as much as possible ( so — called
“seek for useless things” ) , because useful things often bring them disasters, while it is not the case for useless things.

Key words: Chuang Tzu; Tao; uselessness; use; “use of uselessness”

( 27 )

Some Thoughts on Problems Related to the Construction of
Grammatical System for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language

QI Hu - yang'”® ,HAN Tian —zi*, MA You - you®
(1. School of International Education,Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China;
2. School of Humanities , Hangzhou Normal University , Hangzhou 311121, China;
3. International College of Chinese Studies,Shanghai Normal University ,Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract; The grammar system of teaching Chinese as a foreign language has been constructed in the field of teaching Chinese as
a foreign language in China since the early 1950s, and since the 1980s, the academic circles have been constantly discussing the
grammar system and syllabus of teaching, reflecting with many insights, as well as full problem awareness and reform aware-
ness. This paper aims to discuss three specific issues involved in the construction of a new grammar system for teaching Chinese
as a foreign language,, namely ,the extraction criteria of grammar project, the classification of grammar project, and the grammar
teaching related to the construction of the system, which helps to clarify many problems in doubt and difficult to solve.

Key words: Chinese as a foreign language; teaching grammar system; construction



