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On Zhang Wei’s The Secret Pharmacist and The Secret
History of Aiyue Castle and His Writing Style

CHEN Zhongyi
(Institute of Foreign Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Zhang Wei’ s novel style is consistent, which is extremely rare among classic
writers, especially contemporary classic writers. This is a tenacious guardianship of Chinese,
especially the graceful and modest language tradition, and a firm embrace of an excellent and
great literary tradition. It looks conservative, but it is appropriate for the right people, the
right time, and the right thing, in which the content and form, ingenuity and style blend. In
the words of the new era, this is called creative inheritance and innovative development. His
two recent novels The Secret Pharmacist and The Secrect History of Aiyue Castle are
undoubtedly excellent annotations of his style and literary career.

Key words: innovation of style; Zhang Wei; The Secret Pharmacist; The Secret History
of Aiyue Castle
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