Abstract: Germany is the origin of European Romantic Movement and German Romantic literature has
a great influence on the literature of other European nations by introduction of August Wilhelm Schlegel
and Madame de Stagl. This paper expounds the nonsystematicness of literature theory of German
Romanticism and puts its multifarious thoughts in order: from Universal Poetry Transcendental Poetry
Romantic Irony and Wittiness to Art Religion. In sections of Romantic Irony and Wittiness by the
etymologic method this paper exposes different understanding of a same concept by German romanticists
from their predecessors and shows the originality of their literature theory.
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