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“BE”and“BE%F”in Northern Dialects and Their Grammaticalization
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Abstract: “£” can be used as an action verb, a character adjective, a default negative adverb in
northern dialects, and has many grammatical features. The character adjective “ % ” can combine with
“If-” constituting the coordinate phrase of contrary terms “[£ %" which is used as a compound ant-
onym and a commentary adverb later. This paper aims to describe the grammar, pragmatics and seman-

tic of “ i " and “ [ 47, then analyzes their grammaticalization and discusses the motivation and the

mechanism of grammaticalization.
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