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An Experimental Study on Chinese Students’ Acquisition of English Plosives

GAO Yu-juan,ZHANG Meng-meng
(College of Foreign Languages, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, China)

Abstract: By using the experimental methods and by constructing the Plosives Patterns, the current study explores Chinese
students’ acquisition of English plosives. By contrasting the plosives patterns and analyzing the data available, the paper
obtains the following findings: Although Chinese learners have the sense of distinguishing voiced and unvoiced plosives in
learning English, their pronunciation of them still influenced by the negative transfer of mother tongue to a large degree,
ie. they tend to use the unvoiced plosives to replace the voiced ones,especially when pronouncing [g],which is replaced by
Chinese non-aspirated unvoiced plosive so that the categorization difference is the result; Generally, the acquisition of
English voiceless plosives is better than the voiced. The experiment proves Flege’s theory of Speech Learning Mode, ie.
similar speech sounds between two languages are more difficult to acquire for advanced learners. The study also proves
Selinker’s inter-language hypothesis because in the experiment Chinese learners present some inter-language characteristics

in pronouncing the English plosives.
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