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Modality and the Online Communicative Discourse
—Based on the Analysis of Instant Messaging Multimodal
Pragmatic Framework

ZHANG Xiao-yan
(Chengyi College, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: Based on multimodal communicative theory and the multimodal discourse analysis theory in pragmatic research, a
theoretical framework for multimodal pragmatic discourse of instant messaging is established from four levels: non-language, in-
formation carriers, the relationship with language and language. Through a quantitative analysis of communicative discourses
from QQ and We-chat groups, the paper finds that the use of modalities is highly related to the topics and identity of the partici-
pants. Text is the dominant mode, while emoticon mode ranks the next. The intermodal relationship is primarily complementa-
ry, which is represented by the strengthening, highlighting, introducing, declaring in pragmatic research. The choices of mul-
timodalities accords with the adaption.

Key words: multimodal pragmatic analysis framework ; inter-modalities; instant messaging; adaption
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