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Reflections on the Survey of the Approaches to Construction

Grammar Study

LIU Jiang

(College of English, Dalian University, Dalian 116622, China)

Abstract: As a far-reaching research paradigm that has been developing very fast both in foreign countries and
in China in last two decades, constructional approaches to grammar cover construction-grammar-based research,
frame-semanctics-based research and coercion-based research. However, the consensus on this denotation has not
been reached, a survey based on those theories and their applications is needed, the achieved understandings on the
nature of this research paradigm remain to be perfected, and the communications between international scholars and
Chinese scholars needs to be further promoted. The future survey, including the theoretical and applied achievements
of this research paradigm should be conducted from the perspectives of history of linguistics, philosophy, and the
construction of Chinese grammar. The key points for this survey should be to clarify the relationship between this
research paradigm and cognitive linguistics as well as Ferdinand de Saussure’s linguistic thoughts, and to discover its
nature.

Key words: construction grammar; frame semantics; coercion; survey; reflections



