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On the Origin and Evolution of the Idiom “Touch a Stone and
Turn it into Gold ”as an Example of the Integration of Chinese

and Indian Cultures in Ancient Times
Yu Huaijin
( Research Institute of Foreign Literature Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)

Abstract: Peiwenyunfil { )) mistakenly traces origin of the legend “touch a stone and turn it into
gold” of Xu Xun ( ) in Jin Dynasty to Liexianzhuan( { ))  but actually it is first recorded in
Chongjianxujingyangcij{ )) by Wang Anshi and borrowed in Liexianquanzhuan( {

)) . Lexicographers of the past muddled Liexianzhuan { )) and Liexianquanzhuan( { )
and copied each other. In fact the idiom “touch a stone and turn it into gold’( ”) originates from
Nagdarjuna’ s ( ) paranormal power recorded in Datangxiyuj{ { )) and widely spreads on the
cultural basis of Taoist thoughts such as ‘The Art of Yellow and White’ ( ") ‘Yin-Yang and Five

«

Elements’ ( ”) and so on which indicates the localization process of Buddhism in China and
reflects the irrational nature of ancient mythology as well as the interpenetration principle of mythic thinking.
Influenced by Buddhist culture Huang Tingjian( ) advanced the literary theory of “touch iron and turn
it into gold” which means evolving new things from the old in composing poems and gives a long artistic vitality
to “touch a stone and turn it into gold” in Buddhist story.

Key words: touch a stone and turn it into gold ( ) origin and development touch iron and turn it

into gold ( ) Buddhism and Taoism Sino-Indian
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