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On Construction Family and Construction Semantics
—A Case Study of “V +_E+ XP”

LEI Dongping
(International College of Chinese Studies, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: The determination of construction families is an effective approach to search for construction semantics. The con-
struction “V+_[+XP"” is derived from the path displacement structure, and “Shang( |2)” is a directional verb. Under the func-
tion of pragmatic analogy, the construction develops from the meaning of “action to a space target” to the meaning of “action to
reach a result” , and the construction “V + Shang( ") + quantitative structure” is actually one kind of the construction of the
meaning “reach a result”. So the nature of “Shang( I-)" is still in the directional verbs category. Only when the construction de-
velops the forms of “Chi shang le fan (#Z I [1)" / “Chang shang xi le( "8 _[-#%) ™ and the ellipsis forms of “Chi shang le( 7
F1)”/ “Chang shang le(P8 |- 1) ", the directional verb “Shang( I=)” begins to evolve from the meaning “reach” to the
meaning “aspect” , and finally forms a construction “intransitive sustainable verb / Adjective + Shangle( | 1) ”. “Shangle( |-
1)” combine tightly together, and become a marker of starting aspect, which is out of the semantic category of the construction
“V+ Shang( I1) +XP". Therefore, the Shang( I) is an auxiliary word rather than a directional verb.

Key words: construction family, construction semantics, V+ ['+XP, grammaticalization, metaphor
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