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The Evolution of Idioms and the Continuum of Words and Idioms

XU Shiyi
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Words and idioms are all parts of the modern Chinese vocabulary, and the Chinese vocabulary has the ability to
use them as a continuum. Some idioms have experienced a lexicalization process from being phrases at lexical level to units of lan-
guage at syntactical level. This process established by people through long social practice went through from a text or a sentence to
a phrase and then to a word, which caused a change in syntactic category: from a non-word form to a word, and some of which
become morphemes from words. In people’ s communication, there are idioms that popularized from elegant diction and also the
other way round, having the form similarity and the compatibility in deep meaning. They are different as well as mutually connect-
ed that constitute a continuum at grammatical level and reflect the interactive transformation of verbal meanings and linguistic
meanings.

Key words: idioms, continuum of words and idioms, lexicalization
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