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An Analysis of Rhetorical Dilemmas and Their Solutions
YANG Bin

Abstract. Rhetorical action is one of the most important basic actions of mankind, which is in fact the verbalization of internal
thoughts and emotions. The procedure of verbalization is very complicated, mainly because this procedure is completely difficult to be
objectified. The contradictions between multi-dimensional internal thoughts and one-dimensional linear signifiers, and the contradic-
tions between one-dimensional linear signifiers and non-linear syntagmes, as well as the contradictions between conventional lansigns
and personalized cognitive experience,are the three main kinds of contradictions which would give rise to rhetorical dilemmas, ac-
cording to linguistic and logical theories. There are two approaches which can develop the study of contemporary rhetorics, so as to ef-
fectively instruct the rhetorical innovations. One is to innovate the discipline paradigm, the other is to recognize all the possibility of
the values and oppositions of lansigns within the language system.

Key words: rhetorical dilemma; three main contradictions; discipline paradigm; approach; rhetorical innovation
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