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A Research on the Rhetorical Construction “What NP”
from the Nature of Quotation on the Dialogue
Ma Hong-hai  Hu De-ming
( College of International Education, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)
Abstract: This paper investigates a rhetorical construction “What NP” from the perspective of the nature and type of
quotation on the dialogue. It is found that there are three types of constructions: Type I is descriptive rhetorical
constructions, which has semantic and pragmatic negation meaning, in which “what” is on its rhetorical interrogative
pronoun sense. Type Il is quoted judgment rhetorical constructions, some of which has semantic and pragmatic
negation meaning denying the true value; more of which are metalinguistic negation, not denying the true value. Type
Il, as quoted imperative rhetorical constructions, is negation of speaking behavior of the addressed, not denying the
true value, and so it is also metalinguistic negation. In Type II and IIl, interrogative pronoun “what” is a quoted
thetorical question tag. The sources of the three types of rhetorical constructions are different; Type [ comes from the

rhetorical question usage of the interrogative pronoun “what,” Type II is the result of the omission subject and a

& ?”

copula in the copulative sentence, and Type Il comes from the dissuading sentence “what to say. . .

Keywords: rhetorical construction “What NP” ; quotation; quoting; metalinguistic negation
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used to indicate that someone can not wait to do evil. The character in bronze inscription whose pictographic symbol
indicates cutting down “Tun” (). The saying like “Tun Yufang” (£ 7) , “Chun Huai Yi” (ZE¥#:®E) correspond
to the “Chun er Man Jing” (Z£/RZE3#) in ancient classic and to the “Chun bang” (Z#) in Tsinghua Bamboo Slips.
The character “Chun” (Z&) in transcribed ancient script comprises pictographic symbol like “Ge” (%) or “Zai” ( *%)
and phonetic symbol “Chun” (). The paper deciphers these graphic symbols, which makes it possible to further
explore other related questions, including the original meaning of character “Tun” (@ ), disorders and pauses in
ancient books, comprehension of ancient classic and the deciphering of bronze inscription.

Keywords: oracle inscription; bronze inscription; textual research; “Tun” (42); “Chun” () : new verification
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