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A Typological Study on the
Lexicalization Pattern of Events
of Realization in Modern
Mandarin Chinese
Abstract: In Talmy’s (2000) research
on language typology, modern
mandarin Chinese is categorized into
satellite-framed languages, and it is a
strongly satellite-framed language in
encoding events of realization. Scholars
have debated a lot on the typology of
Chinese language, but mainly focused
on motion events. Event of realization
is one of the five macro-events and is a
metaphorically extended type of motion
events. With “realization” as the core
meaning, it is usually represented by
verb-roots or complements in verb-
complement constructions. Based on
an empirical study, two findings were
presented in the present article. Firstly,
when encoding events of realization,
modern mandarin Chinese behaves as
a satellite-framed language, but not a
strong one. Secondly, complements
in verb-complement constructions
are mostly adopted to represent
realization. Verbs and complements in
the construction can be single-character
or double-character constructions,
complements being activity verbs,
directional verbs, adjectives
or grammaticalized resultative
complements, and aspectual markers
sometimes being used to express

realization.
Keywords: events of realization;
lexicalization; verb-complement

constructions; language typology



