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A Study of the Semantic Evolution of Scope to Degree

Li Xiaojun

School of language and Literature, Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang Jiangzxi 330022
Language and Language Life Research Center » Jiangxi Normal University » Nanchang Jiangxi
330022

Abstract  According to emphasize the whole or individual, the generalizing scope adverbs can be
divided into two categories, one is “quan”(4) adverbs which emphasize the semantic integrity and a-
dapt to degree adverbs, the other is “jie” (%) adverbs that emphasize the individual. Therefore,
“quan” adverbs had the semantic evolution path of scope to degree with the “jie” adverbs had not. Al-
though had the two semantic features, “bi” (¥) did not has the semantic evolution path of scope to
degree with the reason that their main usages were emphasizing the individual. Part scope adverbs and
limited adverbs all did not have the semantic features of emphasizing the whole, therefore the evolu-
tion path did not exist. The result of the evolution path belongs to metaphor with the Process to me-
tonymy.

Keywords scope; degree; integrity; semantic evolution
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