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The Research of Dummy Verbs “V yi” and Their Lexicalization
GAO Feng-liang

('South-Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan; *Central China Normal University, Wuhan)
Abstract: “Zhiyi” and “shiyi” should be classified into the category of dummy verbs. The verbal
objects of “zhiyi” are restricted to those which express speakers’ attitude or emotion rather than
behaviour. The meaning and usage of “shiyi” is similar with “jiayr”. Compare with*jiayi”, the
frequency of use of “shiyi” is lower. Therefore, both “zhiyi”” and “shiyi” are atypical dummy verbs.
“V yi” is the lexicalization of the construction V+NP;+ yi +NP2, V have common semantic feature
[+Give]. The key of lexicalization of “V yi” is the extension of their objects to verbs.

Key words: “V yi(LL)”; dummy verbs; lexicalization; “jiyu(4; )" construction
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