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The “%%” (shuai) in A Poetry of Homecoming

SUN Yu-wen
( Chinese department/ Center for Chinese Lingustics, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: There are different interpretations of the sound and meaning of “ " (shuai) in “Ones local ac-

cent is difficult to change but his hair has become white” of A poetry of homecoming. It is proved from the rela-

tionship between sound and meaning of the word “%£” (shuai) in ancient times and the rhyme of the poem ,the

meaning of “ %" (shuai) can only be used as “hair decay from black to white” , the sound of“ ££” (shuai) be-

long to “#EHE” (xie group). But “shuai” (%) had been written as “¥” (sai) in the Song Dynasty and the

Ming Dynasty . It can be proved that “#(sai) is the original text of the pome in the Tang Dynasty. “%E

”

(shuai) is a modification made by descendants according to the rhyming habits of their descendants.

Key words: A Poetry of Homecoming ; hair becoming white; annotation; “#” (sai)



