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A Study of English Majors’ Awareness of Lexical Style
CHEN Guangwei
(Library of Guangxi Teachers Education University, Guangxi Nanning, 530001)

Abstract: The identification and choice of styles is a skill worthy of teaching and learning English
vocabulary. A test on lexical styles and a semi— structured interview are designed to investigate the
situation of the use of lexical styles by English majors. It is shown that the stylistic errors committed
by the students may be attributed to three factors: lack of stylistic awareness, inadequate instruction,
and defective textbooks or curriculum. It is suggested that English teachers should attach importance
to enhancing students’ lexical stylistic awareness, emphasize the significance of appropriateness in

language use, create all kinds of input and output opportunities for the students to be exposed to a va-

riety of styles, and improve their sociolinguistic competence.
Key Words: Lexicon;Stylistic awareness; English major
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