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On Chinese Dialect Protection and Service: Insights from Linyi Dialect

SHAQO Yan-mei®?
(1.School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan Shandong 250014, Ching;
2.Department of Chinese Language and Literature,Peking University, Beijing100871, China)

Abstract:With the Chinese Language Resources Audio Database and the protection of the language resources launched, the
awareness of dialect protection can be aroused and hence be fostered into self-consciousness. The evolution of Linyi dialect
provides some insights into the change of dialects. Compared with that in ancient times, there have been great changes taken place
in today’ s dialect, which can be perceived in the pronunciations of some vowels, some even in a systematic way. These changes,
in terms of contents, range and extent, are unbalanced in their distribution, specificaly, in geographic areas and socia fields. In
view of this, the protection of dialect resources seems urgent and two jobs are to be done: one is the protection and heritage of
dialect resources and the other is the protection and heritage of regional cultural resources. The language resource in complete
operation is the basis of language service, and its protection is a guarantee for the complete operation and for better service to the
language users. Dialectical services, in terms of its contents and scope, fall into two ways. From the macro perspective, the local
government is responsible for implementing national language policy, guaranteeing the right of residents to learn and use native
dialect and the right to enjoy service in native dialect. Specifically, the task involves setting up databases of the dialect and the
cultural resources. Three pairs of relationship should be well handled in the protection of dialect resources, namely the relationship
between dialect and mandarin, the relationship between dialect and social and economical development, and that between dialect
and local cultural heritage. The balanced relationship can make the dialect dow down in its changes to a normal rate and thus have
the language coexist with culture in a harmonious way. Only in this way can the dialect resources be made to better serve the
society.

Key words:language protection project; dialect evolution; dialect resources protection; dialect service
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