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Causes for Non - splitting of Tones of Aspirated Consonants in the

Second Dialect of Southern Kam Language
LONG Run-tian

( Department of Minority Languages and Literatures, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081 )

[ Abstract] Various Don dialects are different in the number of tones, which is caused by different
conditions for the development and evolution of dialectical tones in history. The second dialect of Southern
Kam language has only ten tones, much less than other dialects. The root cause of this difference lies in the
fact that odd — numbered tones are not affected by the types of III and IV vowels, so they cannot form different
tone types, mor split into aspirated tones. The requirement for the splitting of tones of aspirated consonants is
the breathiness of the initial consonants, which affects the vowels and tone. When the condition is sufficient,
the pitch is modulated to distinguish the new tone from the original one

[ Key words] Kam language; Yandong dialect; tone; aspirated consonant

(RiEHwE =EH)

135



