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The Spreading and Distribution of Corn’s

Proper Names in Zhuang Dialects
WEI Jing-yun

( Department of Minority Language and Literatures, Minzu University of China, Beijing 10081)

[ Abstract] There are many words of “corn” in Zhuang dialects with two main meanings of “emperor”
and “imperial corn” used in the South and the North respectively. The spreading and diffusion of these words
may be related to the following factors: the policy of changing chieftain system into bureaucracy system, the
local geographical feature, the distribution of Zhuang branches, and administrative division. The distribution

pattern of the dialectal word manifests that maybe “corn” was introduced into Zhuang area through two

channels of land and sea.

[ Key words] Zhuang language; dialect; etymology
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