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Stance Construction Function of Personal Pronouns
and Their ‘Stance Taking’ Trend

Yan Yaping

Abstract The great uncertainty between personal pronouns and their referents makes
personal pronouns a significant and effective means of stance construction. However, their
emergence mechanism and the degree of ‘stance taking’ vary with their different syntactic
distributions and the host syntactic structures. The essence of referential shift is *stance
taking”’, with the personal pronoun in ‘personal pronoun-+ NP’, where the two compo-
nent parts are appositive and co-referential, shouldering the role of stance indexing’.
When the spatial relationship between the personal pronoun and the NP in personal pro-
NOUNS (auribues T NP’ transits from real space to interpersonal space and topic space, the
personal pronoun is subjectivized as a ‘stance marker”, indicating, shaping and construc-
ting the speaker’s stance. It can be seen then that the need for stance construction is also
an important discourse factor that facilitates language forms to go beyond their conven-
tional use and undertake the process of grammaticalization and lexicalization.

Keywords personal pronoun, stance taking, stance indexing, stance marker, stance

construction
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