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A Study on the Diachronic Substitution of Ji(4Jl) and E(/H)

YIN Xiaojie', WU Ruidong', ZHAO Juan®, XU Weidong'
(1. College of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China;
2. Department for Common Courses, Shandong Police Academy, Jinan 250101, China)

Abstract: Adjectives meaning hungry are common words in Chinese language; in Chinese mandarin, the
word for hungry is E (/%) , while in dialects, Ji (¥l) , Xiao (¥5), Cao () ,Kun([K), etc. Ji(#l)and E
(1) were dominant words in the historical literature in Chinese, and they were reciprocal and complementary
in use. Distinction existed in the Pre-Qin period, but the differences between them disappeared gradually from
the Han Dynasty. Since the Mid-Qing Dynasty, E(/#) has been the predominant word in lingua franca, while
Ji(Y1) only served as a word formative morpheme in written language instead.

Key words: Ji(7L); E(i); common words; the diachronic substitution
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