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Wieland Created the Concept of World Literature

He Ji

Abstract: In a note taked in the time from 1790 to 1813 Christoph Martin Wieland used the new

word world literature for the first time. He understood world literature as the sum total of literary modell

works from all times and all nations. His concept of world literature is tinctured with eurocentrism and

cultural elitism. By comparison with Herder or Goethe Wieland’s world literature is more successful.
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