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The Usage of the Word "ba" in Anhui Tongling Dialect
from the Perspective of Generative Grammar

SUN Qian,PENG Jia-fa
(Faculty of arts Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui 230039, China)

Abstract: The word "ba" in Anhui Tongling dialect has many special features in terms of meaning and usage. "Ba"
can be used as verbs. prepositions.,light verbs. quantifiers, conjunctions, and auxiliary particles. This article mainly
discusses the usage of verbs, prepositions, and light verbs in the Togashi dialect "ba" under the guidance of genera-
tive grammar theory. and discusses the ways to generate its structure. As for the meaning and usage of quantifiers,
conjunctions, and auxiliaries, they are simply compared to Putonghua. In Tongling dialect, the semantic features of
"to be" are "unfixed", so they can adapt to various different contexts. The use of the word "ba" in the Tongling dia-
lect has a special usage. Some grammarians believe that it is used as a preposition, and another part is considered as
a light verb. The parallel test and shift test are used as evidence. This article uses these two methods to test the "
toss" of Tongling dialects respectively. It is found that the conclusion that sybesma's regular "ba" sentence is struc-
turally ambiguous is not necessarily true for the Tongling dialect.

Key words: Tongling dialect;usage of "ba" ;juxtaposition;shift method
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