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Language Attitude, Language Environment and Language Use
of Preschool Left-Behind Children in Rural Areas

LI Jinfeng, HE Hongfeng, ZHOU Yuliang

Abstract: This study builds Probit models to make empirical analysis of the effects
of language attitude and language environment on children’ s language use based on the
679 preschool left-behind children in Hukou County, Jiangxi Province. The results show
that; (1) Children’s use of Mandarin is actively encouraged when parents ask guardians

to speak to children in Mandarin, and when parents keep contact with the guardians
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through telephone or internet and supervise the use of Mandarin by guardians and
children. (2) Children are more likely to use dialect when the guardians are more
accustomed to dialect; use of Mandarin by playmates has no obvious impact on children’ s
use of Mandarin. (3) The effect of guardians’ dialect habits on children’ s use of dialect
will become weak when parents require the guardians to speak to children in Mandarin.
Therefore, it is crucial for parents to require guardians to use Mandarin, and keep in close
touch with guardians and children and urge them to use Mandarin.

Keywords: language requirements, language supervision, dialect inertia, preschool
left-behind children, Mandarin use
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