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Event Structure Analysis of the Constructionalization
of De (18) Emotion-caused Constructions

WEN Xu', DUAN Hong?

(1. College of Foreign Languages, Southwest University, Chonggqing, 400715, PRC;
2. College of Foreign Languages, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, 650500, PRC)

[Abstract] This paper explores the constructionalization of De (f8) emotion-caused constructions and the
interactive relationship among members in the category, which gives rise to the following two findings.
Firstly, the construction meaning of De emotion-caused constructions is based on human’s embodiment of
emotion-caused events in reality and its imitation as well as conceptualization, the form of which is
abstracted from their frequent usage patterns. Secondly, various construction types in De emotion-caused
constructions category are linear coding to emotion-caused images or sub-images in reality, which is
centered with the prototype and built up with a “prototype-extension” radial category according to the
distinct degree of iconicity. The evolutionary types instantiate the constructional semantics in different
ways, which is the process of specifying abstract emotion-caused meaning in varied ways, constituting a
grammatical network weaved by categorization relationship.
[Key words] emotion-caused constructions; event structure; categorization
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