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A Semiotic Glimpse of the Interpretations
of the Zhouyi Title in History

GU Mingdong
(School of Arts and Humanities, University of Texas, Dallas 75080, Texas, America)

Abstract; The Book of Changes is the first and foremost among all Chinese classics and has, since
its existence as a book in high antiquity, attracted millions of thinkers and scholars as well as
common people both at home and abroad. Its exegetic interpretation has proliferated like a snow-
ball through the centuries and eventually evolved into a large-scale tradition of Zhouyi hermeneu-
tics. The Zhouyi is not a magna opus in itself, but how has the snowball of Zhouyi hermeneutics
become increasingly larger? If we adopt a semiotic approach to the exegesis of the book’s title, we
may be in a position to understand the whole picture in terms of a tiny part and not only uncover
the open signification and representation at work but also extrapolate some useful insights
through an analysis of the title’s interpretations in history. Using the insights to construct a mod-
el of signification and representation underlying the large number of interpretations produced over
history, we may be able to grasp the mechanism and inner logic responsible for the incessant pro-
duction of new interpretations of the Zhouyi as a whole.

Key words: Book of Changes; Zhouyi; bermeneutics; semiotics; open exegesis
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