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Way of Mean & Harmony in Translation of Public Signs under Multi-
Dimensional Gaze

Xiong Liyou
(School of Foreign Languages. Changsha University, Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract: Public signs serve as a static and passive self-guiding interpreting structure in public areas
and are under multi-dimensional gaze. Thus, the translation of Chinese public signs involves multi-
dimensional considerations. A translator cannot ignore the integrated effect of signs in the overall
area, the methods to be adopted, and the coordination between stakeholders. The concept of Zhonghe
(mean and harmony), laying stress on the harmony and coordination of different factors may provide
a new perspective for the translation of signs in public areas.

Key words: way of mean and harmony; public signs; English translation
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Pragmatic and Discursive Function of “na”“na ge” and “na me”

Chen Linlin

(School of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The pragmatic and discursive functions ofna, na me and na ge were studied based on the
written and spoken corpus. The differences in syntactic locations and pragmatic and discursive
functions were compared. At the discursive level, na has the function of marking the concessive
relation across conversational turns. The three discourse markers have distinctively different functions
in topic organization. At the pragmatic level, na ge has the function of reminding and all of them have
face-saving functions.

Key words: na/na ge/na me; discourse marker; pragmatic function; discursive function; corpus
method



