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A Research on the Source and the Formation Motivation of Degree
Construction “Na JiaoYige X”

Zhou Qingyan

(School of International Education, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510200, China)

Abstract: The source of the subjective quantity degree construction, “Na Jiao Yige X”7 was
expounded. The relation between “Na Jiao Yige X” and “Na Jiao X”, and the formation motivation of
the structure of “Na Jiao X” were discussed. It is believed that this structure sprouted in the Qing
Dynasty, appeared in the Republic of China, and matured in modern Chinese. It has undergone the
grammaticalization process of “ naming-naming/judgment and evaluation-high degree quantity
evaluation”, The formation motivations of the degree quantity construction of “Na Jiao X” are the
predicative constituents of X, the cognitive salience of “Jiao” and the long psychological distance
function of “Na”.

Key words: “Na Jiao Yige X”; quantity of degree; cognitive salience; psychological distance



