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Sociolinguistic analysis of the sound variation of tone 1 in Dalian dialect

Gao Yujuan

(School o f Foreign Languages, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, China)

Abstract: By employing the theory and methods of language variation of sociolinguistics, the paper
tries to find out and analyze the social factors influencing the variation of Tone 1 that most characterizes
the local accent of Dalian dialect to show the possible tendency of the dialect based on the pronunciation of
the subjects selected in the urban area of Dalian by snowball sampling. It turns out that the sound change
of Tone 1 in Dalian dialect is in progress. The sound variation of the tone is socially stratified, i. e. it is as-
sociated with the factors of age, education and occupation. The study shows that the pronunciation of the
tone is getting closer to that of Putonghua though the local one will exist for quite a while. The change is
greatly caused by the wide popularization of Putonghua as well as language attitude and population mobili-
ty.
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