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A study on the “focused selection of semantic feature”

mechanism of compound words in modern Chinese

Cao Ru,
(College of International Education, Liaoning Normal University , Dalian 116029, China)

Zhang Daoxin

Abstract; The “selection of semantic feature” mechanism is the basic mechanism of the formation of
Chinese compound words, and its basic content is the construction of internal form and word form of a
compound word, not using all the semantic features of the object in the semantic structure, but extracting
individual semantic features in a focused way. This mechanism is essentially a subjective mechanism of a
word maker. In such an arrangement, what semantic features the word maker chooses, what morpheme is
used to construct a word form, what method is adopted to reflect the internal form and the quantity of
morphemes are all concepts with no conventionality of language socities, thus triggered a series of note-
worthy phenomena such as synonym, the variation of word length or the direct solution degree of word
meaning. On the basis of revealing this mechanism, this paper tries to analyze the relevant phenomena and
to point out the problems brought about by this mechanism.
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