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Discussion on “Chi + N”(»z+ N) Construction

ZHANG Hua

(College of Literature, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang Henan 453000, China; College of Chinese Language
and Culture, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The meanings of three-word idioms “Chi+N”(*£+N) can not be deduced by the semantic
combination of “Chi’(*#) and “N”, so these “Chi+N”(*£+N) idioms can be regarded as a “Chi+N”(»£+N)
construction. The “Chi+N”(»£+N) construction has two kinds of meaning: “eating” and “making a living”. Its
constructional meaning is “to underline some characteristic of ‘eating’”. Because the referents of the “N” are
different, the characteristics to be underlined are different. And through the contrast of the general social context,
the characters to be underlined have produced different implied meaning, so the “Chi+N"(*£+N) construction is
socialized and idiomatic.

Key words: Construction; Idiomatic; “Chi+N"(*£+N)
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