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Abstracts of Major Papers in This Issue

JIANG Lansheng, Wu (4J) as the origin of men ({1): A revisit

This paper argues from the perspective of sound change that the plural markers mi (5H), wei (f5), mei
(5), men (J&), men ([7]) and men ({[]) documented in texts in and after the Tang dynasty were derived
from wu (4). These plural markers did not result from a sequential sound change, but from the superposition
of different development paths for the same sound category. Mi and mei developed from the superposition of the
literary and colloquial pronunciations in northern Mandarin dialects, such as Qin-Jin Mandarin, in and after the
Tang and Song dynasties. The nasal-ending plural markers men (J&), men ([7]) and men ({i]) emerged as a
result of a progressive assimilation of the initial /m/, which gave rise to nasal coda addition in open syllables.
The plural endings in the Anfu dialect of Jiangxi province, the modern Jin dialect and the northwestern dialects
provide direct evidence for the wu-origin hypothesis.

Key Words: plural ending, mi (58), mei (%), men ([]), superposition of the literary and colloquial

pronunciations, progressive assimilation of nasal initial

LI Xiaojun, The modality functions and the development of gan (E])

In diachronic documents and modern Chinese dialects, ten functions of gan (H{) can be identified, most
of which belong to the category of modality or mood. The semantic evolution of gan involves five paths: 1)
from a modal verb to a modesty-indexed adverb; 2) from a modal verb to an auxiliary verb with the meaning
of “to allow”; 3) from a modal verb to an auxiliary verb expressing conditional permission; 4) from a modal
verb to a deductive and assumptive adverb with the subsequent evolution to speculative; 5) from a modal verb
to an interrogative adverb with the subsequent evolution to inquiry. The multi-functionality and evolution of gan
demonstrate that the differences of semantic evolution often arise from variation in contexts and syntactic forms.

Key Words: gan (B{), modality, mood, semantic evolution

FENG He, The formation of the demonstratives ruxin (I1%) and erxin (/RE)

The property demonstratives ruxin ( {12%) and erxin (ZRZZ), which came into being in the Southern and
Northern Dynasties, are two distinguished linguistic items with the ru-N-xin construction as the same origin. The
formation of ruxin involved the omission of N in the ru-N-xin, while erxin was formed by the replacement of
ru-N with the demonstrative er (/R). The above diachronic changes were motivated by the interplay of semantic
and functional elements, instead of by a superficial shift in form.

Key Words: ruxin ({128), ervin (/RE), origin, formal variations, semantic and functional changes
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