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Research on the Chinese Character Lao(3£)

CUI Lan
(School of Liberal Arts / Press, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210097, China)

Abstract: We are afraid that some scholar and the dictionaries sector who characterized Lao(3#) as Japanese
Source Word isn’t right. By the two aspects of the evidence from the use of the extant literature in China and the
relationship between the Chinese character and the Japanese word Lao(3%), we think that the Chinese character
Lao(3£) was Folk Character, and equaled to the Chinese character Lao(#), which can be explanted as
“barbarian name in Southwest China”, just as the Chinese characters Lao(3. . M[ﬁﬁi])” and used in
Dunhuang manuscript, meanwhile, the Japanese word “% {F(#)”, whose form comes from China, the
development of whose meaning has its roots in the relationship of the original meaning of the Chinese character
Lao(3£).

Key words: Lao(3£); the Source Word; Textual Criticism
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