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On nay™ and kai” in the Puxian dialect

WU Jian-ming' , CAI Guo-mei’

(1. TInstitute of Linguistics, SISU; 2. College of Humanities and Communications, Min Jiang University)

Abstract: There are two frequently — used personal forms in Puxian dialect, i. e. nap”™ (man/people) and kai™ (self),

which can be used as adnominal intensifiers or adverbial intensifiers. Due to their different semantic content, the associated con-

texts are also different. Prominent uses of the two intensifiers enable themselves to have such extended functions as person deixes,

inter — clausal anaphora, manner adverbials or reflexives. The form & meaning matches with nap™ and kai” highlight the very

characteristics of person inventory among Chinese dialects, which is typologically significant.

Key words: Puxian dialect; adnominal intensifier; adverbial intensifier; functional extension
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