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A study of the interpretation of idioms in A Contemporary
Chinese-Thai Dictionary

YAN Xian-ru & CHEN Ai-hui (Jaruthat Tancharoen)
(School of Foreign Languages. Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: At present, A Contem porary Chinese-Thai Dictionary is an authoritative dictionary for
Thai learners, but there are some defects concerning its annotations on some idioms. This paper uses
both the quantitative and qualitative methods to study the interpretations of 114 idioms,including the
terminologies, methods, emotional meanings and illustrative sentences. A comparison with A
Dictionary of Chinese Idioms reveals the following defects: there is no annotation on emotional
words, inadequate examples, lack of diversity of its explanation and inadequate compounds, phrases and
Thai-based translations.Compared with A Dictionary of Chinese Idioms, it is fairly accurate in expla-
nation The paper finally summarizes its general interpretation of idioms, which should have some sig-
nificance to its future revision.

Key Words: A Contemporary Chinese-Thai Dictionary ; interpretation of idioms, contrastive anal-

ysis
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