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An analysis of many-to-one confusable words in Chinese and Thai

Teeraparp Predeepoch
(School of Humanities, Ximan University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: This research aims to study the number and categories of many-to-one confusable words in
Chinese and Thai based on the Qutline of the Graded Vocabulary for HSK. Then it analyzes different
kinds of confusable words before bringing up solutions. It concludes that many-to-one confusable
words in Chinese and Thai fall into the following three categories: those of notional words and struc-
tural words, semantically confusable words and morphologically confusable words. The translation, se-
mantic, grammatical and pragmatic problems are the four major problems.

Key Words: Chinese and Thai; many-to-one; confusable word
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