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The Effects of Language Distance in Yi Students’ Learning

of a Third LLanguage
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Abstract: There is close relationship between language distance and language transfer. Typological language distance may
produce in the learners a widened or narrowed perceived language distance. English is the third language of minority learners.
Developing a shortened perceived language distance can help learners, otherwise, may create additional difficulties. There-
fore, examining the differences among the students’ mother tongue, Mandarin and English, and bringing learners closer to

the target language will improve the teaching and learning standards.
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