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On the lexical meaning of Li and ItsMulti— meaning Evolvement Mechanism
XU Li—Ul
(Normal Education Department,Dazhou Vocational and Technical College, Dazhou 635001 ,China)

Abstract: i has two parallel original meanings:jade texture and mould jade. The evolution of meaning
about Li beganfrom governance prison officers,followed by the meaning of processing and improving eve-
rything and making them satisfactory, to adding a restrictive modifier before it to express the subtle dis-
tinction. The ways of the meaning extension come from the individual to the general,and from the concrete
to the abstract. The meanings of Lihave multiple deep cultural connotations thatinclude the meaning of
common expression, the meaning of the general concept and the meaning of cultural symbols, of which the
cultural symbol meaning contains the philosophical meaning., the medical meaning. the meaning of aes-
thetics of art and literature and the meaning of literature and art theories. The development of Liand the
evolvement mechanism of its multi— meaningsarepromptedby the elastic mechanism of lexical meaning,
Chinese people’s comparison and association cultural psychology and other multiple factors.

Key words: [.i; semantic evolution; multi—meanings; causes of semantic evolution
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