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On the Holistic Storage and Retrieval of Formulaic Sequences
LI Geng —chun
(School of Foreign LLanguages, Taizhou University, Taizhou Jiangsu, 225300, China)

Abstract: Since the beginning of the 21st century, the mental representation and processing of formu-
laic sequences (FSs hereafter) has become one of the hot topics in psycholinguistics. Based on their appar-
ent processing advantages, or even some theoretical assumptions, previous research has come to the con-
clusion that FSs are holistically stored in and retrieved from the mental lexicon. It is found, however,
through careful analysis of the theoretical intension of this view, that the research designs that have been
employed can only be used to examine the processing speed, and not the holistic storage and retrieval of
FSs. Future research needs to employ appropriate experimental paradigm(s) to ascertain whether the pro-
cessing of FSs involves access to the constituent words, or syntactic and semantic analysis of FSs, and
therefore determine whether FSs are holistically stored in and retrieved from the mental lexicon.

Key words: formulaic sequences; mental representation and processing; processing advantages; holis-
tic storage and retrieval
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