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On Obscurity of Image Language in Modern Chinese Poetry
XIA Ling —ling
(School of Foreign Languages, Hubei University of Automotive Technology, Shiyan, 442002, China)

Abstract;: This paper explores the representation of figures of speech of obscurity of image language
through the analysis of the selected corpus of modern Chinese poetry, and finds that image language tends
to employ metaphor, personification, repetition, simile, especially metaphor to achieve obscurity with
much less employment of metonymy., allusion, synecdoche and little use of transferred epithet, hyperbole,
onomatopoeia, anti—climax, and sarcasm. And the strength of obscurity of image language represented by
different figures of speech is discussed further with concrete examples from the corpus. Image language
with different degrees of strength obscures emotion, action, events and comments, expressing "another
being" through "this being" and revealing value and truth.

Key words: poetic discourse; Image language; obscurity; figure of speech; representation
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