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An Cognitive Interpretation of “Gu You X, Jin You Y” Contrastive Construction
QIN Hong-qing
( Research Institute of Foreign Languages, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beifing 100089 )

Abstract: “Gu You X, Jin You Y” contrastive construction, which is a subtype of contrastive constructions,
impress the readers profoundly thanks to its balanced structure. The consiruction aims to interpret today by the
ancient. Though an investigation of the data from DCC, the construction is divided into two types according to the
semantic prosody : positive grounding and negative grounding. From the perspective of figure-ground theory and pro-
totype theory, X and Y belong to the same category. X, which represents a well-known ancient event, is the proto-
typical member of the category, and Y is believed to be very similar with X, even acquired the prototypical status.
However, Y is the focus of the sentence, while X is the ground. Then the relationships of X and Y and the emer-
gence of the meaning of these constructions are interpreted with conceptual integration theory.

Key Words: Gu You X, Jin You Y; figure-ground theory; prototype theory; conceptual integration theory
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