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translation of popular science
A case study on the translation of chapter 12 from A Brief History of Time
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Abstract: Thematic progression theory is a useful tool to study text translation. This paper investigated
the application of thematic progression patterns in English-Chinese popular science text translation in two
aspects based on the language materials of the twelfth part from A Brief History of Time through statistical
approach. Accordingly, it concludes that the translators can remain or partly change the original thematic
progression patterns in popular science translation practice so as to achieve equivalence in form and mean-
ing when forming the target text.
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1. We (T,) find ourselves in a bewildering
world (R,)P ™. We (T,) want to make sense of
what we see around us and to ask (R,): what (T,)
is the nature of the universe (R,)? What (T,) is our
place in it (R,) and where (T,) did it and we come
from (R;)""'?
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#} 2. Laplace’s determinism (T, ) was incom-
plete in two ways (R,). It (T,) did not say how the
laws should be chosen (R,) and it (T,) did not
specify the initial configuration of the universe (R,).
These (T,) were left to God (R,). God (T,) would
choose how the universe began and what lows it obeged
(R;). but he (T,) would not intervene in the uni-
verse once it had started (R,). In effect, God (T,)
was confined to the areas that nineteenth-century sci-
ence did not understand (R,)"'%.
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5 3. At first, these regularities and laws (T,)
were obvious only in astronomy and a few other situa-
tions (R,). However, as civilization developed, and
particularly in the last 300 years, (T,) more and more
regularities and laws were discovered (R,). The suc-
cess of these laws (T,) led Laplace at the beginning of
the nineteenth century to postulate scientific determin-
ism, that is, he suggested that there would be a set of
laws that would determine the evolution of the universe
precisely, given its one time
(R,) [91182

FX: B, RAFERCEMHAM—LER
T, (T,) XERABAERAREBMS LN (R),
AR, BEESCH MR R, 5 R 300 4 8],
(T,) BRBREHMABMERBALA (R). X
HEB R (T,), EEUERHE 19 L]
RbBIERRER, UREMBERENY, A KER
e, REAEFHEX -N2AMRE, XHER
RMEEM B E T HABA (R,

X—iEB, BI0K T, 5 R, MK LEIE
HERRERFLFTHR, 5 R, HEHRAR—E

configuration  at

B, AR, EREXPRET T, 5 R, RN
SELERIMEAB S . BhAh, X R SRR SO L
R, %1 /MR EAL By R SCHE I E AL AR Y F
PRI EN . R R, EANEER R
AR RE —E AR,

() BT RKRARIERRTT

TEXT &/ ERALHEFTRI ARG B, LU B
ABFEXE, TUERRAFEERNRFERER IR D
FIERRE EAEER ERE R EMEE 2 M
0, I EILE 2,

#2 EfusEs R A

FAEL RiER € 4 & E G
B 18 34.6%
RAp 34 65. 4%
Ait 52 100%

FELUNMIBERNEENRNSE TR RR, RE
R A RSO, W SR RN E A
BERES, HCORE f #E eam or #  #EAT TRR MEER
BET, T 308 P 7 TR 43 A /N B b 3 (o HE
BRI BE L .

. RERBIOFLEBREX

B, B RBEA R R B LR
BN EMHEERAEL, TLUBHITER
(F£3),

23 EUBEHEEIAZREL

HEH R H IR H B ES
FESER 11 32.4%
EfFE—R 9 26.5%
BEERAY 6 17.6%
HHR 5 14.7%

b AL Rbi] 2 5.9%
BEXE 1 2.9%
&it 34 100%

K3 ALUES, EREERECHEHRER
BEREZUWBELT, FEEMBEREERN,
J 2 7Y #1357 [ — U5 P A 38 R i 4 4 BERR S
MR E R T HAL 4 M, 5 EHE 58.9%
XE—ERE LA T EMEIE KGR 8
B, PR 2 MR B R RO

5 4. To try to answer these questions (T,), we
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adopt some “word picture (R,)”. Just as an infinite
tower of tortoises supporting the flat earth is such a pic-
ture (T,) ,
(Ry) .
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7 5: The uncertainty principle of quantum me-

so is the theory of superstrings

chanics (T,) implies that certain pairs of quantities,
such as the position and velocity of a particle, cannot
both be predicted with complete accuracy ( R, ).
Quantum mechanics (T,) deals with this situation via

a class of quantum theories (R,) 1",
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%] 6. Both (T,) are theories of the universe,

though the latter is much more mathematical and pre-

cise than the former (R,). Both theories (T,) lack

. . 91181
observational evidence (R,)" !
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5] 7: What (T,) is the nature of the universe
(R,)? What (T,) is our place in it (Rz)mm ?
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5] 8: Thus if one knows the wave at one time
(T,), one can calculate it at any other time (R,).
The unpredictable, random element (T,) comes in on-
ly when we try to interpret the wave in terms of the po-
sitions and velocities of particles (R,)!*’"®.
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