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On the Impact of Japanese Loanwords in Zhou Zuoren’ s
Essays on Modern Chinese
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( Department of Foreign Languages, Hefei University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract:In order to clarify the role that Zhou Zuoren has played in Sino-Japanese lexical communica-
tion, it is necessary to investigate into how the Japanese loanwords used in his essays are being used
in modern Chinese. The study subject includes 198 Japanese loanwords used in his essays published
in Yusi (1924 -1927) ; the research data include State Language Commission of modern Chinese ba-
lance Corpus, Graded Words and Characters for Chinese Proficiency and Chinese Proficiency Test Sy-
llabus. The result shows that 92 Japanese loanwords can be considered as basic vocabulary of modern
Chinese, which indicates that Zhou Zuoren has shown a positive attitude towards the introduction of
Japanese loanwords in his essays, and has played an important role in the history of Sino-Japanese lex-
ical communication.
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